
PO 324 
Media & Politics in the United States 

Summer 2, 2009 

CAS 223 

Monday and Wednesday, 11:30-3:00pm 

 

 

 

Instructor: David Collier 

Room: 203, Political Science Department 

Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 10-11:30am and by appointment 

dcollier@bu.edu 

 

Course website: http://blackboard.bu.edu  

Course blog: www.po324.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Examines changes over time in the American polity's assumptions about what the press ought to do. In 

particular, relates our understanding of the press's role to contemporary media developments including 

technological changes, corporate media ownership, and the re-amateurization of journalism. 

 

BLACKBOARD 

The revised syllabus, PowerPoint slides and some additional readings will be posted on the blackboard page 

for this course. You can find this by going to http://blackboard.bu.edu. Make sure you familiarize yourself 

with this site and let me know of any questions or concerns as soon as possible. 

 

REQUIRED READING 

The books assigned to this course are available at the student bookstore in Kenmore Square.  

 

• Graber, D. Mass Media and American Politics, 7
th
 edition. CQ Press, 2007 (aka Graber) 

 

• Issues in Media: selections from CQ Researcher, CQ Press, 2009 (aka Reader) 

 

All other readings will be available through the blackboard website or handed out in class. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
The deadline for adding or dropping Summer II courses is Monday, July 6

th
; the last day to drop a course 

without a ‘W’ is also Monday, July 6
th
. The last day to drop a course with a ‘W’ is Thursday, July 23

rd
. 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Blogging Assignment – 40% 

 

One of the important recent developments in the field of American politics has been the growing impact of 

the Internet. Following the impact of the Internet will be a key point of interest throughout the semester and 

for this we will be utilizing a class blog. 

 



Each student will be required to post two blog entries per week: one, reflective of your own thinking about 

the assigned readings and the issues they bring up; the other, anything related to politics and media in the 

United States that interests you, a comment on a current event, a link to an interesting article etc.  

 

Also required will be one thoughtful comment each week on the blog postings of the instructor or your fellow 

students. I hope this blog will become a sounding board for you to air and discuss issues and questions you 

have regarding the readings and wider developments as they pertain to the media and politics. Therefore 

thoughtful, but also light-hearted discussion and banter is encouraged. More then two blog posts and one 

comment per week would be most welcome, although not required. 

 

As well as these posts, there will be one mid-term assignment – due July 15
th

 – that will need to be posted to 

the course blog. This assignment, and your weekly blog posts, will each be worth 20% of your final grade, 

making all material posting on the course blog to be worth 40% in total. Details on the assignment, and 

instruction on how to register and publish material to the blog, will be distributed and reviewed during our 

first class session. 

 

 

Class Participation – 20% 

 

A session in summer term is short and intensive and so it is important that students attend all the scheduled 

classes. Part of each class will consist of discussion of the readings as well as political developments of the 

day that relate to this course. It is therefore important that students keep up with the readings and major 

political news, both for in class meetings and discussions on the blog. When completing the readings and 

following the news, be sure to think critically, try to challenge assumptions and voice your criticisms and 

concerns in class. 

 

 

Quizzes – 10% 

 

Each week there will be a short and relatively simple multiple-choice quiz with questions on the readings, 

from lecture and current events. 

 

 

Final Exam. 30% 

 

The final exam will be held in-class during our last session, Wednesday August 5
th
. Details will be given out 

later in the semester. 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

* – these readings will be available in the reserve room library 

 

Mon, June 29
th

: Introduction – media models & media effects 
Reading: 

- Graber, chapter 1 

- Reader, chapter 1 

- McQuail, The Influence and Effects of Mass Media 

- Sotirovic M, How Individuals Explain Social Problems 

 



Wed, July 1
st
: Who owns the media + media and democracy  

Reading: 

- Graber, chapter 2 

- Reader, chapter 6 

- Patterson T.E., Doing Well and Doing Good 

- Baum & Jamison, The Oprah Effect 

 

 

Mon, July 6
th

: History of media in the United States I 

Reading: 

- Humphrey C The Revolutionary Press, 1765-1783* 

- Gordon G Populists and Pennies* 

- De Tocqueville Liberty of the Press 

- New York Tribune 1896 Editorial 

- Everett G The Age of New Journalism, 1883-1900* 

 

 

 

Wed, July 8
th

: History of media in the United States II 

Reading: 

- Godfrey D Radio Comes of Age,1900-1945* 

- Marsh H Media in Transition, 1945-1974* 

- Ansolabehere S The Rise of Broadcasting* 

 

 

Mon, July 13
th

: How news is made I – partisan bias 

Reading: 

- Reader, chapter 7 

- Pincus, Power of the Pen 

- Watts et al, Elite Cues & Media Bias in Presidential Campaigns 

- Sullivan, Media Bias is Real 

 

 

Wed, July 15
th

: How media is made II – agenda setting, gatekeeping, information bias and 

media law (*mid-term assignment due*) 

Reading: 

- Graber, chapter 3 and chapter 4 

- Reader, chapter 4 

- Waldman, Pay No Attention to the Media Behind the Curtain 

 

 

Mon, July 20
nd

: Media during elections 
Reading: 

- Graber, chapter 8 

- Patterson, The Miscast Institution 

- Annenberg, American Public Still Has Much to Learn 

- Kurtz, The Anger Factor 

- Smith, The Internet’s Role in Campaign 2008 

 

 

Wed, July 22
th

: Media during wartime and crises 



Reading: 

- Graber, chapter 5 and chapter 11 

- Kull S, Ramsay C & Lewis E, Misperceptions, the Media and the Iraq War 

- Guardino & Hayes, Whose Views Made the News? 

 

 

Mon, July 27
th

: The Impact of mass media on the branches of government 

Reading: 

 - Graber chapter 9 and chapter 10 

 

 

Wed, July 29
th

: The decline of traditional media – bad for democracy? 

Reading: 

- Reader, chapter 10 and chapter 11 

- Starr P, Goodbye to the Age of Newspapers 

- Alterman, Out of Print 

 

 

Mon, August 3
rd

: The rise of new media – good for democracy? 

Reading: 

- Graber, chapter 12 

- Reader, chapter 2 

- Schmidt A & Boler M, Will New Media Save Democracy? 

- Twitter & Iran 

- Drezner The Power and Politics of Blogs 

 

 

Wed, August 5
th

: Wrap up and final exam 
 

 


